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... AND THEY LOVED THE LORD THEIR GOD 47 


was chosen as president of the stake Relief Society, with Mary Day- 
bell and Sarah Alexander as counselors. 

According to the stake statistical report of February 3, 1878, the 
membership of Wasatch Stake totaled 2,296 persons and 392 families. 
There were 90 High Priests, 40 Seventies, 162 Elders, 16 Priests, 33 
Teachers, 34 Deacons, 1,141 other members and 780 children under eight 
years of age. 

By 1887, ten years after the stake was organized, President Hatch 
realized the need for a stake house or stake tabernacle. In that year he 
rallied the people to the cause and built the entire structure with donated 
labor and materials. Cost of the building was more than $30,000. How- 
ever, all donated their quota either in labor, materials or cash and the 
project went forward rapidly. Youngsters, and some older people, would 
save pennies and nickels and when they had accumulated 25 or 30 cents, 
make a contribution to the project. 

President Hatch himself served as superintendent of the project with 
Elisha Averett in charge of the masonry work and Alex Fortie directing 
the carpentry work. The shingles, on the tower of the building, were 
cut from sheet metal and placed by Frederick O. Buell. Francis Kirby 
did the painting. The red sandstone was quarried by hand from moun- 
tains east of Heber in Lake Creek. 

The building was ready for dedication May 5, 1889, and Elder 
Francis M. Lyman of the Council of the Twelve came for the dedication. 
An item in the “Wasatch Wave” of May 4, 1889 noted the event as fol- 
lows: 

“The Stake House is finished and cleaned in beautiful style ready 


The Wasatch Stake Tabernacle 
The building was constructed between 1887 and 1889. 


